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local authorities, but within recent years (and especially since
1945) functions have been transferred from local authorities
to the central Government or to centrally appointed boards
and committees. Relief of poverty (which is now not an
acute problem, since serious poverty has been eliminated) is
now very largely taken care of by the Ministry of Pensions
and National Insurance and the National Assistance Board.
Hospitals and many other parts of the new health service are
administered by boards and councils appointed by the Min-
ister of Health. The provision of gas and electricity, formerly
often a local authority service, is now the responsibility of
boards appointed by the Minister of Fuel and Power. London
Transport has been administered by a.public board since 1933.
Some people believe that this process of transfer of duties
from local authorities to the central government and its agents
is dangerous because its effect is to concentrate power in the
hands of the central Executive. This contention is denied by
others, who argue that the new public boards and committees
ensure that public services are impartially and efficiently ad-
ministered for the benefit of the country as a whole.
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT
The United Kingdom was formed by the conquest of
Wales by England in the thirteenth century, the dynastic
union of the English and Scottish thrones in the person of
James I of England in the seventeenth century, the parliamen-
tary union of England and Scotland in 1707, the conquest of
Ireland and in 1800 its parliamentary union with Great Brit-
ain, diminished by the secession of the twenty-six counties of
Southern Ireland (Eire) during the twentieth century.
NORTHERN IRELAND
By the Act of Union with Ireland, .1800, Great Britain
(England, Wales, and Scotland) and Ireland were united into